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The sad fact was that the girl was without strong backing, and each time a new incident arose she was next to defenceless.
It may have been because of a bond in a former life that she bore the emperor a beautiful son...(Seidensticker 4)
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It would have helped matters greatly if there had been some influential guardian to busy himself on the child’s behalf.
Unfortunately, the mother was entirely alone in the world and sometimes, when troubles came, she felt very bitterly the lack
of anyone to whom she could turn for comfort and advice. But to return to the daughter. In due time she bore him a little
Prince who...(Waley 7)
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